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1 Introduction

The ‘Brief History of Dian’ {IE = “CB%) is one of the many private provincial histories of Yannan
written during the Ming and Qing dynasty. Compiled by the Qing official Zhang Ruosti 5K# §if, who
first came to the region in 1762 CE, the work was printed in 1808 CE.

As the work is highly derivative, it is rarely mentioned in academic works.

However, the text contains a section with details of Zhiigé Liang & & ’s military campaign against
the Yinnan leader Ménghuo # %X, noting seven locations where he was said to be defeated. As these
details are not present in any earlier source, V) it appears very likely that they are taken from folk
stories and do not represent historic truth: as such the inclusion of these details reveals how much
folk stories became part of inofficial local history writing.

2 About this Translation

Scans of copies of the ‘Brief History of Dian’ (I E = %0 ) are available at https://commons.wikimedia.
org/wiki/Category:%E6%BB%87%E9%9B%B2%E7%B4%80%E7%95%As.
I am not aware of any English translation of the text.

3 Annotated Translation
ot

The first juan of the ({JE =B ) contains a chronological history of events in Yannén starting from
the Zhou J#.

7V The Shit Han

The ‘Records of the Three Kingdoms’ { =[E|75), the official history of the period composed in the 3rd
century, mentions Zhiigé Liaing campaign against Nanzhong F§H?, but does not mention Ménghuo
#23K, the local leader, let alone detailing the campaign. Here, the story of # %X being captured and
released seven times ‘qigin gizong t18 £\’ that first surfaced in the ‘Chronicles of the States South
of Mt. Hua’ {*£FHE &) is embellished with detailed locations.(® The locations mentioned all lie
in the far west of Yinndn, a region that Zhtugé Liang is unlikely to have ever reached, ®) suggesting
that the locations mentioned here have more to do with the places Zhang Ruosui 5K#5f worked in
during his period in Yinnan than historic truth.

EHM=F = ARERRIERK LS ‘ In the 3rd month of the 3rd year of Jianxing the Marquis of Wit led

r1: In the 3rd month of the 3rd year of Jianxing | 225 CE
r1: Marquis of Wit ] i.e. Zhiigé Liang & &%

@ Indeed the whole story around Ménghuo has been questioned in its veracity by many scholars, see e.g. Fang Gu6yt
77 E#i (1980), p. 43

) The story was dramatized in the Ming dynasty ‘Romance of the Three Kingdoms’ { =[E| 1§ 3L) but even there exact
locations were not given.

() see Peng (20m), pp. 142-143.
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Hlustration 1:
The Shtt Han %j7Y Period in the (JE=400% )

From https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:
%EF%BC%88%E5%98%89%E6%85%B6%EF%BCY%89%E6%BB%87%E9%gB%B2%E7%B4%80%E7%95%A7_-_
%E5%98%89%E6%85%B6%E5%8D%81%E4%B8%89%E5%B9%B4._(1808).pdf
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toops on a campain to capture and release Menghuo seven times.
The first capture was in Baiya, which is now Dingxi ridge in
Zhaozhou.

The second capture was in Déngshé Haozhu cave, which is now in

— TS RRBIE R S 31

Dengchuan.
—BTHLESIRE B FI/R = | The third capture was in Féguang Zhai, two [ east of today’s
H Langqidng county military inspectorate.
— B TIREL The fourth capture was on Zhiqu mountain.

—BTZES T

The fifth capture was in Aidian, in the area of today’s Shunning
prefecture.

— TR AR L B8 2 ] The sixth capture on the banks of the Nujiang, between today’s
Baoshan county and Téngyue prefecture.

—LURHEE T I RN B

And he was captured using a fire attack in a mountain valley, i.e.

Nujiang’s Fanshé valley.

4 Glossary

Baiya H /#: pre-Nanzhao polity, thought to
have been in present-day Midu 5737 val-
ley — see page 6

Dian’, private history of Yannan, written
by ?? in 1808 — see page 5, 6

Dong Han 7R{{: Eastern Han, Chinese dyn-

Baoshan fx ll: present-day important city, asty, 25-220 — see page 6

the historic Yongchang 7k & — see page 6,
see /K5 Erhai JEf: lake Erhdi, highland lake in west-
Déngchuan 5B)il: — see page 6 ern Yannan with the center of Nénzh_e‘ao
on its western side. It was also called Xiér
Dianydn Jilie (EZ=42B&) : ‘Brief History of PG, Xiérhé P47E{ — see page 6

[5: %% ] The first character is written as < {1} 7 5% >, see illustration 1 and also Déng Péi X}{iff (2002), p. 76.

r7: Féguang Zhai| Féguiang Zhai i3 was the location of a significant standoff between Ming dynasty troops and
resisting local forces in 1382 CE, see Lian Ruizhi #£5i#{ (2020), pp. 34-38.
6
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Féguang Zhai ff % %: Féguang stockade,
mountain stronghold north of Erhai, site
of resistance against the Ming Chéo FA &
in 1382 CE, see Lidn Ruizhi ##3i#¥ (2020),
PPp- 34—38 — see page 6, 7

Fi Jff: prefecture, — see page 6,7

Guizhou T3 /M: today a province in south-west
China -

Han Chao 7X#i: Han dynasty, Chinese dyn-

asty, 202 BCE—220 — see page 7

Han 7{: Han, main ethnic group of China - see
page 6, 7

Huayang Gué Zhi ({E[HEE): ‘Chronicles
of the States South of Mt. Hud’', — see page
57

Jianxing &>4: first reign period of Shit Han %
X _emperor Liti Shan Xl #, 223237 — see
page 5, see X f#

Langqiong iR E: one of the five Zhdo — see
page 6
Lid Shan Xi#: second ruler of Shit Han &jyY,

207-271—

Menghuo #jk: tribal leader during the San-
gué —[E period - see page 5, 6

Midud 37E: valley south of Erhai -

Ming Chao Ff&H: Mingdynasty, Chinese dyn-
asty, 1368-1644 — see pages 5—7

Ming Hi: Ming, usually referring to the Ming
Chéo B8 - see page 7

Nanzhao ® 1H: southern zhao,
power with its center on Erhai during the
8th and gth centuries — see page 7

regional

Nanzhong FiH': ‘most common name for the
southwest region (Yunnan, Guizhou, and
southern Sichuan) prior to the Tang dyn-
asty, Herman (2009) — see page 5

Nujiang %{L: Nuriver, major river in western
Yunnan, the Salween — see page 6, 7

Qing dynasty /§#i: Qing dynasty, last dyn-
asty of imperial China, 1644-1912 BCE —
see page 5,7

Sangué —=[E: Three Kingdoms, period after
the Dong Han 7R {X, with three powers
dominating China, 220—280 — see page 7

Sangué Yanyi (=[EH X): ‘Romance of the
Three Kingdoms’, famous Ming dynasty
novel — see page 5, 7

Sangué Zhi (=[E7): ‘Records of the Three
Kingdoms’, official history of Wei %, Shu
and W & — see page 5, 7

Shu

&): name of a state during the Warring
States period, later used to refer to the
western part of present-day Sichuan —

U Gué FH[E: state of Shil, one of the states
of the Sangué = [, later also used as a
term for present-day Sichuan — see page

7

u Han %7{: Shi Han, westernmost of the
three kingdoms during the Sangué =
period, 221-263 — see page 7

Shunning JIiiT: — see page 6
Sichuan [IU)I[: Chinese province -

Tang Chéo fE#i: Tang dynasty, Chinese dyn-
asty, 618—907 — see page 7

Téngyueé f&E#: — see page 6

Wei Zi: one of the states of the Sangué =F -
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Wi %%: one of the states of the Sangu6 =[E -

Wi Hoéu K &: marquis of Wi, title of
Zhugéliang 1& 5 5% — see page 5, 8, see 1
w5

Xian £: county, administrative unit — see
page 6, 8

Xanjianst ¥ # 7]: military inspectorate,
‘primarily located in frontier areas but
eventually in most units of territorial ad-
ministration; responsible for local mili-
tia training, suppression of banditry, etc.;
subordinate to the regular military hier-
archy., see Hucker (1985), 2274 — see page
6,8

Yongchang 7k &: present-day Bdoshan, a
Chinese outpost founded in 69, see Fang
Guéyu J7EHi (1953) -

Yunnan = F: at the time of the TAng dynasty
the name for the geographic region south
of its Jiannan district — see page 5

Zhang Ruosu iK% 5i: Qing dynasty official,
compiled the (JHZZ0H) — see page 5

zhao 14: zhao, term for a local ruler or his
realm — see page 8

Zhaozhou & JI: historic name for present-
day Fengyi Y — see page 6
Zhou J&: Zhou, 1022-256 BCE, early Chinese

dynasty — see page 5, 8

Zhou Jlf: prefecture, administrative unit - see
page 6, 8

Zhugé Liang i#%%: historic and legendary
official of Shu #j, see Crespigny (2007),
p. 1172 — see page 5
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